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Co 

J o t n ^ t i n e r J l e a b , ^ . J î l . , i l l , i l i l . 

of tjjc Class of 1864, luJjo, as Sllummis aitD Crustec, 

has scrUeD Jn's a ima 00atcr fa i tbful lp aiiD Uiell, anD 

as Donor of tftc CigeaD CQcmon'al €l)apel ftas 

proDen one of fter most muiuftrent bene» 

factors, ti j is uolume of tfje 

Ealeibosicope 

is respectfully DeDicateD, 
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T H £ H O W E S C A L K C O M P A N Y 

R u t l a n d . V t . , D e c . 11 , 1 9 1 4 . 

J, J a m e s F l o y d . Edi t o r , 

M i d d l e b u r y C o l l e g e . 

M i d d l e b n r y , V t . 

My D e a r S i r : -

Your e s t e e m e d f a v o r o f t h e End i n s t . r e c e i v e d t h i s A. H. and I 

h a s t e n to r e s p o n d t o t h e v e r y k i n d a n d a p p r e c i a t i v e t h o u g h t e x p r - e s s e d 

i n a a i d l e t t e r . I t w i l l be ray p l e a s u r e t o n a i l y o u t h e p h o t o g r a p h 

d e s i r e d , a s p e r y o u r s u g g e s t i o n , a n d t h r o u g h t h e K a l e i d o s c o p e t o e x p r e s s 

t o t h e ma i ibe r s o f t h e J u n i o r C l a s s , t o t h e F a c u l t y , t h e Al i i r inae and 

A l u m n i o f our b e l o v e d c o l l e g e , ray h i g h a p p r e c i a t i o n o f t h e many k i n d 

w o r d s s p o k e n a n d f o r t h e i n n u m e r a b l e l e t t e r s r e c e i v e d c o n m e n d i n g t h i s 

g i f t to o u r Alraa M a t e r . I he.ve r e a l i z e d f o r man;' y e a r s t h e . t t h e o n l y 

e n d u r i n g s o u r c e of h a p p i n e s s s p r i n g s not f r o n s e l f i s h a c t s , b u t i s o n l y 

a t t a i n p d b y d o i n g f ^ r o t h e r s w h e r e no r e t u r n caA b e e x p e c t e d , e.nd t h e 

g r e a t e r i s t h e p l e a s u r e when y o u so g o v e r n yoiu* a c t s , t h a t m a n k i n d 

may r i s e t o a h i g h e r l e v e r - t h a t o t h e r l i v e s may b e h a p p i e r and m o r e 

u s e f u l b e c a u s e you h a v e l i v e d a n d h a v e s e e n a n d r e a l i î î e d a n o p p o r t u n i t y . 

I t v.-as t h i s t h o u g h t w h i c h I n s p i r e d ray d e s i r e t o a s s i s t t h e s t u d e n t s o f 

M i d d l e b u r y c o l l e g e i n h a v i n g a p l a c e of w o r s h i p v . h e r e t h e y c o u l d a l l 

a s s e m b l e i n o n e a u d i t o r i u m f o r t h i s i n o p i r a t i o n , t h a t t he d u t i e s o f - e a c h 

d a y m i g h t b e g i n w i t h a r e l i g i o u s t h o u g h t , r h i c h we a l l r e a l i z e i s t h e 

f o u n d a t i o n o f a l l t r u e k n o w l e d g e . 

A s s u r i ng y o u o f ray v e r y h i g h r e g a r d s , I r e m a i n . 

H o s t r e s p e c t f u l l y , 
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Cbe JSreôibent anb Jfellotosi of 
Jl ibbleburp College 
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John A . Fletcher, A . B . 
Rev. R u f u s C. Flagg, D . D . . 
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Boston, Mass. 
New York, N . Y . 
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Rut land 

John A . Fletcher 
Secretary and Treasurer 

Charles E . Pinney 
Auditor 
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Jforetoorb 
In view of the rapid expansion and development of Middlebury College 

within the past few years, particularly since the entry of the class of nineteen 
sixteen, we feel that no apology is necessary, in presenting to the student 
body, faculty, alumni and alumnae, the first edition of the KALEIDOSCOPE 
as a distinctly college, rather than class annual. It is fitting that the evolu-
tion of the annual should keep pace with the growth of our institution. W i t h 
this object in view, the class of nineteen sixteen has waived its claim to the 
time-honored tradition of publishing a class annual, and has endeavored to 
make the present volume more representative of the college as a whole. 

It has been the ambition of the board to produce a book that would 
reflect credit upon our class, as well as measure up to the ever-rising standards 
of alma mater. W e trust that our efforts will mean more than a mere record 
of college activities; that this volume will enable us, at some future time, to 
recall with pleasure and to live anew the spirit of undergraduate days. 

O u r task is finished, and to the members of the board it has been a 
?ource of genuine pleasure. For the benefit of the class we may add that 
the fellow who wrote the grinds was no respecter of persons. A n d though 
he committed nothing with malice aforethought, he has followed the impulse 
of his better judgment and taken up a temporary, but safer abode elsewhere. 
Conscious of its many imperfections, but realizing that we must inflict it 
upon you, the board presents herewith the twenty-first volume of T H E 
K A L E I D O S C O P E . 
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PRCSIDENT'S OFCICi 
U D D L E B U R Y C O L L E G E 

January 22, 191&. 

To the Editors of the /.aleidoaoope, 

Middletury College. Claea of 19ie. 

The years in which you have been students 
of Uiddlebury have been a period of progress, almost 
unexamnled in the history of the college, of much 
encouragement, hard \Tork , serious responsibility, 
and no small anxiety. You entered the largest class 
but one received in Middlebury - to this date. 
'He had just completed the General Education Hoard 
Fund of 1200,000. The f^oCullough Gymnasium was 
just ready for use and we had acquired the Porter 
Field, which you have Jeen transformed to a real 
athletic field. ^ou watched the Chemistry building 
grow and have had the first two years' use of its 
advantages. The Music building nas been opened 
and the girls have overflowed into Hillside Cottage. 
Before you graduate we shall doubtless be using the 
ne'7 r.ead Memorial Chapel, making the college plant 
almost a third larger than in your freshman year. 

It is not only larger, but certainly also 
better - very much better. Some of the teachers 
who have helped you most have come to us during 
your course. It is harder to get into Uiddlebury 
and it takes more work to stay. There are more 
courses and better ones - and they are very much 
better arranged in the new group system. V/e have 
been investigated and pronounced a good small col-
lege - which is all we want to be. We are sure of 
the loyalty of our alumni and of the people of 
Vermont, and have more friends than ever before. 
Success to the future Middlebury and to all her 
friends and children, and may none be more loyal 
than the Class of 1916: 
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m ) t Cbapel ?Bell 
Near or afar o f f , still to me, 

Enmapl on Memory's hazy shore. 
In half-sad thoughts of other days, 

I hear the toll once more. 

A thread thai binds me to the past, 
A link magic spell. 

Thou lead'st me back pleasant dreams 
To scenes 1 loved so xvell. 

Old scenes, old faces, rise again. 
Time's curtain back'D'ard rolls. 

Old victories pass by. one by one. 
Led by thy clamorous tolls. 

Ring out forever. Chapel Bell, 
O'er valley, hill, and lea. 

Ring out thy call to toil and sport. 
True rvorth and victory. 

— / . C. Voss, 14. 
13 
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The inner life of a college; an address at the opening of the one
hundred and seventeenth year of Middlebury College, by President
John M. Thomas.
Thomas, John Martin, 1869-1952.
Middlebury, Vt., 1916.

https://hdl.handle.net/2027/uiuo.ark:/13960/t9577sb59

Public Domain
http://www.hathitrust.org/access_use#pd

We have determined this work to be in the public domain,
meaning that it is not subject to copyright. Users are
free to copy, use, and redistribute the work in part or
in whole. It is possible that current copyright holders,
heirs or the estate of the authors of individual portions
of the work, such as illustrations or photographs, assert
copyrights over these portions. Depending on the nature
of subsequent use that is made, additional rights may
need to be obtained independently of anything we can
address.
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The Inner Life of a College

AN ADDRESS AT THE OPENING OF THE ONE

HUNDRED AND SEVENTEENTH YEAR
OF MIDDLEBURY COLLEGE

By President John M. Thomas

MIDDLEBURY, VERMONT

1916
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THE INNER LIFE OF A COLLEGE.

At the opening of the 117th year of Middlebury

College and at this first student assembly in this stately
and beautiful chapel, whose dignity and impressive¬

ness must move us all to serious and earnest thought,
I wish to sound a note of progress in the things which
make up the inner life of a college. What shall it

profit us if we gain magnificent buildings and rich

endowments, and boast a wide domain of primeval
forest, if we lose that spirit of high ambition and

academic earnestness which has been all our glory in
the great days of the past? Silas Wright and Solo¬

mon Foote, Edward J. Phelps and John G. Saxe,

Henry Norman Hudson and Albert Hurd, and Stew¬

art and Kellogg and Brainerd and Mead and Hepburn
came not from marble halls and from dormitories with
rooms with bath, but from great teachers, like Nath¬

aniel Chipman and John Hough and Solomon Stod¬

dard and Charles B. Adams and George N. Boardman,
and from a resolute purpose on their own part to

master Greek tragedy, and to know Shakespeare, and

to grip the problems of Calculus.

Since the centennial of our college in 1900 the

institution has gone forward in all material ways by

leaps and bounds. At that time there was only the

old stone row, dignified, well-proportioned, wrapt in
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4 MIDDLEBURY COLLEGE BULLETIN

time’s incomparable beauty, but plain in all their ap¬

pointments and limited in their facilities both for

student life and academic pursuits. In that centen¬

nial year the old college was flanked by the Egbert
Starr Library, still the gem of all our college struct¬

ures, and year after year hall and residence and lab¬

oratory have been added until few of us could tell off¬

hand how many college buildings we have. It
depends upon where in our spacious campuses you

stop and what kind of buildings you include. In¬

cluding residences we have*22 college buildings, and

the newest of them exceeds both in cost and capacity
all three of the old buildings which were the only
home the college acquired for itself in the first ioo
years of its history.

In 1900 Middlebury College had 123 students.

This year with the summer session our catalogue will
show well over 500. Then our faculty numbered

10 : now we have 32 instructors. Then our endow¬

ments were $400,000. We have today half again as

much. Then we offered 106 term courses : now we

are giving 217 semester courses. Then the college
was spending less than $25,000 annually for its stud¬

ents : the last Treasurer’s report shows an expendit¬

ure of $91,500.

We have a right to pride in this record and it is

proper we should put the facts forcibly before the

public. The people of Vermont do not yet realize
the advance that has been made by Middlebury Col¬

lege in the first sixteen years of its second century.

They do not yet appreciate the advantages we offer :
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THE INNER LIRE OF A COLLEGE 5

for example, that we have one of the best series of

chemical laboratories to be found in America, with
more courses than are given in many institutions

which bestow ambitious degrees in chemical engi¬

neering ; nor that our Department of Pedagogy is in
some respects the best practical normal school for

high school teachers to be found in New England.

Surprise as well as admiration is expressed by every

visitor to this Mead Memorial Chapel and by every

one who examines the facilities and equipment of

Hepburn Hall and looks off on the mountains from
its windows. They had not imagined that such
structures had been erected for any college in

Vermont.
I trust we have not finished our material expansion.

We sadly need an infirmary and an endowment to

sustain it, so that students becoming ill may be cared

for without danger or inconvenience to others. A
college of 350 students, 30 miles from a hospital,
with no provision for caring for the sick, is certainly
not suitably equipped. I hope some day we may
have a college boat-house, with concrete foundations
sufficient to withstand the spring freshets, so that

we may take advantage of our beautiful river, which

is as well adapted to boating as the Thames at Ox¬

ford. Much more serious is the need of proper pro¬

vision for administrative offices. One office has been

added to another wherever room at the time was

available until they are now scattered in three differ¬

ent buildings and on six different floors, at great in¬

convenience to both officers and students. We could
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6 MIDDLEBURY COLLEGE BULLETIN

work at a far greater efficiency if we could bring
these offices together on one or two floors. The old

chapel ought always to be the administrative center

of the college. There would be room there for suffi¬

cient offices if we could have either a building devoted

to History, Economics and Political Science, or a hall
for the ancient and modern languages—departments
which are already too crowded in the old chapel
building—allowing the use of present recitation rooms

there for administrative purposes. Since the library
was erected, this chapel is the only structure which
has been given to us which stands for the human or

spiritual side of college work. We have built new

homes for the sciences, for Biology and Chemistry
and Physics, and three or four student residences, and

a gymnasium and a heating plant and a grand-stand,
but we teach Homer and Horace, History and Govern¬

ment in the same rooms in which my father learned

them over fifty years ago. It is time we built a little
for the humanities, for which we profess especially
to stand.

But I propose that we hope for these needed ad¬

ditions on the principle stated in the text, “Seek ye

first the kingdom of God, and all these things shall

be added unto you. ’’ If we are worthy of them, from

the high quality and serious earnestness of our work

as an institution for education, they will come to us.

If we are not worthy of them, because of the laxity
of our student work, we ought not to expect them.

At any rate I am persuaded the time has come for us

in Middlebury College to stress internal improvement
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